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ART SALES AND SALES PRICES 

A large canvas by Professor von Herkomer, " The Guards Cheer," 
the Original cost of which was $15,000, was sold in a London auction-room 
recently for $1,470. In the same auction-room, a few days before, a Mor- 
land, for which the painter received $200, brought $10,500. At this sale a 
Watson mezzotint after Reynolds brought $6,300. Reynolds mezzotints 
by Watson and other engravers were originally published at from sixty- 
two cents to $7 . 50 each. A Reynolds oil-portrait, when the artist was at 
the height of his fame, cost the purchaser from $350 to $750, according as 
it was a head or a full-length figure. A painting bought at Reggio Emilio, 
in Italy, for the equivalent of eight cents, by a second-hand dealer, and sold 
to a customer for a dollar, is now held at $6,000. It is apparently a genuine 
Vandyke. The Rembrandt recently acquired by the town of Frankfort 
from Count Schoenborn for $82,500 was picked up in an antique-shop for 
$25. Raeburn's portrait of his wife, sold in London for $43,500 on June 3d, 
last, was disposed of for $4,050 in 1877. At the dispersal of the Louis 
Huth collection by auction, in London, a hawthorn vase which the col- 
lector had acquired for $125 brought $29,500. The rosewood-and-gold 
desk from the Metternich collection sold for $200,000 to a Paris museum 
recently, and the rock-crystal biberon sold for $81,000 at auction in 
London, constitute record figures. 

<*• At the sale of the art collection of the late James McCormick, an 
Alma Tadema went for $115. Dubufe's "Sultan's Favorite," for which 
the late A. T. Stewart once paid $7,500, was sold to a dealer for $405. A 
Daubigny seascape, which Mr. McCormick bought for $1,000, was sold 
to a dealer for $135. "On the Re," by James Webb, which Mr. McCor- 
mick acquired for $1,200, was sold to a dealer for $110. "The Presenta- 
tion," by Benjamin West, was sold to a dealer for $425. 
j* One of the most important art sales of Germany during the last twenty 
years was held in Cologne recently, when the collection of pictures, pot- 
teries, furniture, and bric-a-brac amassed by the two brothers, Stephen 
and Gaspard Bourgeois, who died a year ago, was sold at auction. The 
Bourgeois brothers, who were known to every noted collector of bric-a-brac 
in Europe, had, like Spitzer, the famous Paris collector, whose treasures 
were sold some ten years ago for several million dollars, the habit of re- 
serving for their own delectation choice finds, the result being that the 
heirs are made rich. For nearly half a century the two brothers main- 
tained shops in Paris and Cologne. As an expert in pictures the elder 
brother, Stephen, was highly esteemed in the art world of Paris. The 
chief treasures of his collection were early Italian works of Lippi, Di Credi, 
Bellini, Botticelli, and Lotto. Of other schools there was a fine example 
of Van Dyck, the portrait of the Antwerp patron of art, Rockox, a picture 
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that was among the most admired at the recent Dusseldorff exhibition; 
Maes, Memling, Van Ruysdael, Rembrandt, also represent the Nether- 
lands. Of old French art, a remarkable Watteau is mentioned. In mod- 
ern work there were examples of Ziem, Rosa Bonheur, Huguet, Vollon, 
and even Stuck, the Munich artist. 

<* At Christie's recently a tiny panel-picture by Constable, nine and one 
half inches by fourteen inches, called "West End Fields, Looking Toward 
Harrow," was purchased by Agnew for £598 ($2,990). Mr. Leggett 
obtained a Welsh landscape by W. Miiller, dated 1843, for £504 ($2,420). 
Two landscapes by P. Nasmyth brought £373 ($1,865) and £3 2 5 ($1,625), 
respectively, from Mr. Lowe, and a sea-piece by Turner went to Mr. 
Ribble for £304 ($1,520). For a wonderful little signed view of Genoa, 
by Turner, Mr. Evans paid £325 ($1,625), and a "View in a Dutch Town," 
by G. Maris, realized £252 ($1,260). Mr. Gooden carried off a large 
oil-painting by Birkett Foster for £252 ($1,260). The portrait of Lady 
Mary Impey, wife of Sir Elijah Impey, Chief Justice of Bengal, was se- 
cured by Vicars Brothers for £2,950 ($14,750). Then came a work of 
George Romney, the portrait of Catherine Lady Abercom in a white 
muslin dress embroidered with gold, and with a pink sash, her hair being 
bound with ribbon and falling over each shoulder. The bidding for this 
started at 500 guineas ($2,625) an( i eventually went to Gooden & Fox 
for £2,100 ($10,500). The Infant Don Balthazar Carlos, by Velasquez, 
was secured by Agnew for £1,575 ($7,875). The portrait of David Garrick, 
the actor, by Gainsborough, fetched £735 ($3,675), and many others ran 
into three figures. 

j* Some remarkably high prices were obtained at various auction sales 
in London. A Raeburn portrait, at the Robinson & Fisher sale, brought 
$70,000. In the Hamilton Bruce sale two works by J. Maris, which had 
been purchased for $1,500 and $1,750, respectively, realized $13,125 and 
$8,110. A Matthew Maris, which originally cost $1,500, went up to 
$9,975. Other high prices at one sale or another were $49,350 for a Rom- 
ney, $29,400 for Sir Alma Tadema's "Dedication to. Bacchus," and $115,- 
000 for four panels by Boucher. These are startling figures compared 
with the prices that ruled a decade ago. 

j* Exceptionally low prices ruled at a recent sale at Sotheby's in London. 
Two Buddhistic prayer- wheels brought $11 each. An Oriental sword 
used by Charles Kean in "Othello" sold for $5, and an old iron processional 
cross from the shrine of Romanus, the first Coptic Bishop of Abyssinia, 
formerly in the collection of Bateman, went for $12.50, while a seventeenth- 
century gilt-bronze French tabernacle door, with the Annunciation in 
relief, realized only $4.25. 



